AMENDED IN SENATE AUGUST 13, 2014
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 21, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2371

Introduced by Assembly Member Mullin

February 21, 2014

relating to pharmaceutl cal waste, and declaring the urgency thereof
to take effect immediately.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2371, as amended, Mullin. Sehe-waste—heusehold-hazardeus
waste-Phar maceuti cal waste management: exemption: over-the-counter
drugs and nutritional supplements.

(1) Existing law, the Medical Waste Management Act, administered
by the State Department of Public Health, regul ates the management,
handling, and disposal of medical waste, as defined, including
pharmaceutical waste. Existing law, for purposes of the act, defines
“ pharmaceutical waste” as a prescription or over-the counter human
or veterinary drug, as specified, that is waste, as defined, but excludes
from that definition certain pharmaceuticals being sent out of state to
a reverse distributor, or being sent by a reverse distributor offsite for
treatment and disposal, as prescribed.

This bill would additionally exclude from the definition of
“ pharmaceutical waste;” for purposes of regulation under the act, any
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over-the-counter human or veterinary drug or dietary supplement that
is, among other things, characterized and managed as a hazardous or
solid waste and, with respect to an over-the-counter human or veterinary
drug, is not disposed of on land within the state.

This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an
urgency statute.

Vote: majority-%5. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 117748 of the Health and Safety Codeis
amended to read:

117748. (a) “Pharmaceutical waste” meansany pharmaceutical,
asdefined in Section 117747, that isawaste, asdefined in Section
25124,

(b) For purposes of this part, “ pharmaceutical waste” does not
include any pharmaceutical that meetseither any of the following
criteria

(1) The pharmaceutical is being sent out of the State of
Californiato areverse distributor, as defined in Section 4040.5 of
the Business and Professions Code, that islicensed asawholesaler
of dangerous drugs by the California State Board of Pharmacy
pursuant to Section 4161 of the Business and Professions Code.

(2) The pharmaceutical is being sent by a reverse distributor,
asdefined in Section 4040.5 of the Business and Professions Code,
offsite for treatment and disposal in accordance with applicable
laws, or to areverse distributor that is licensed as awholesaler of
dangerous drugs by the California State Board of Pharmacy
pursuant to Section 4160 of the Business and Professions Code
and as a permitted transfer station if the reverse distributor is
located within the State of California.

(3 The pharmaceutical is an over-the-counter human or
veterinary drug or dietary supplement that meets the following
requirements:

(A) Isoffered for sale without a prescription.

(B) Is labeled with information entitled “ Drug Facts’ or
“ Qupplement Facts,” in accordance with the requirements of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, asamended, (21 U.SC.A.
Sec. 321 et seq.).

(C) Ischaracterized and managed as either a hazardous waste
pursuant to Chapter 6.5 (commencing with Section 25100) of
Division 20, or a solid waste pursuant to Division 30 (commencing
with Section 40000) of the Public Resources Code.

(D) With respect to an over-the-counter human or veterinary
drug, is not disposed of on land within the state.

SEC. 2. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety within
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the meaning of Article IV of the Constitution and shall go into
immediate effect. The facts constituting the necessity are:

In order to make statutory changes needed to exempt
over-the-counter-human and veterinary drugs and dietary
supplements from laws regul ating the management, handling, and
disposal of medical waste, as soon aspossible, it is necessary that
this act take effect immediately.
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